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< N 79
James T. Areddy, #E/R#EH
RicE

Few human activities remain as ripe for study today as they did at the dawn of
Chinese culture 5,000 or so years ago. But sex is one of them, and it’s the focus of a
new book that peeks into the bedrooms and brothels of the world’s most populous

nation.

BUCA AT A& 5000 4 i 46 SC T R BE I AR AT T SO 17, (BEER A1 41
i HA — AR TRZATEAH A5, AR EAN] B — N EORE RS 5 b -

Released last month, “Behind the Red Door: Sex in China” (Earnshaw Books)
examines how a culture born in concepts of yin-yang balance has fared against
powerful forces like Mao Zedong and the Internet. Like many things in China, finds

first-time author Richard Burger, sex is somehow different than in the West.

EANA R (115G HEFREY (Earnshaw B [WFRA1VE R T A % V-4
MR AL G A 5 BE A A BB ()8 & . Richard Burger fEALH 4 ZAEh &I, 5
FEEZ E R, XRS5 A SR

Mr. Burger, 58 years old and now based in Phoenix, is best known in China for his
decade-old blog Peking Duck. Though he originally intended for it to serve as an
online travelogue, Beijing’s heavy-handed reaction to the 2003 SARS outbreak

energized him to focus Peking Duck on the country’s political and social structure.

Burger J6/E, IAE 58 %, ORI, PR AT 2 4F P s A A <AL R I T I A
fib AR I T SR — AN % T e UL IR 1R 2%, b st%t 2003 4F SARS 25 T2 I S5 B
A At A b 5 R T () £ RUBAE BUR 5 AL 850

It’s a big job to survey sex in China, where aspects of ancient culture (Confucian

doctrine, silk curtains, concubines) echo in modern society (Communist censorship,

G .
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online dating, divorce detectives). “No society has swung more dramatically from
extreme sexual openness to prudish orthodoxy and then to the sexually ambiguous

atmosphere we see at present,” writes Mr. Burger.

A E R ERBUR TR, e KBS (R, ZMEH. ) 53
Mz G ECHERE . ML ISR 24, Burger a5 2] “BA
Ak A R R R R AR, AR T RE SR AR IR R £, 204> (1B BR

AR

In probing dating, marriage, homosexuality and promiscuity, Mr. Burger tracks down
sexologists and prostitutes for their input. But “Behind the Red Door” isn’t
voyeuristic. Instead it draws on fabled sources like “Dream of the Red Chamber”
and news coverage of notable junctures, like Beijing’s first sex shop in 1993, a
confessional blog launched by a woman known as Muzimei in 2003 and the 2010
closure of Chongqging’s Hilton during a crackdown by Bo Xilai (who last month was
expelled from the Communist Party in part because of “improper sexual relations”

with multiple women).

EREL 2 40 FPEL. SLAZX L UK %, Burger Je A bR 1 122 XML &
BEN. B (LITHEE) AR —ARBAN, E3l8 7 REEMRKER, i (4
BEAS) o ARSI 1 OSBRI 2 B R R, Bt 1993 AL 5T — XM AL A
2003 EATRAIT %, BO2010 4F5¢ M H KA /KB IE (BO EAMNHREZ 4 XL
PEA AR SRR A IE 2R RAOTBRH 58D .

Sex and deception emerge as a running theme in the book, whether it’s $300 hymen
reconstructions to fake virginity, the large percentage of gay men marrying women
to save face, or the seven tiers of prostitution — from ernai (“second wife”) to
xiagongpeng (“down the work shack”).

FERXAAS,  PEAI R & AR R, A 300 RIT A LB R FA, FIKE TR
TR THFIS AN NS, SE 2 7 MAFZERIZE — — A E/NTH.

Mr. Burger spoke with the Journal about the Chinese sexual revolution and how the
country is dealing with it. Below are edited excerpts from the conversation.

Burger 5645 5 AR 1 v [ 0 % 2 i A0 SR A0 AT AR R R R . DL R RAE Tk
The Wall Street Journal: Why did you write this book?
ORE AR R A ESIXAS?

Mr. Burger: This was totally different from anything I’d done in the past. I’'ve been an

observer and always been fascinated, for instance, with the phenomenon of

G ,
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prostitution in China, about gays in China, the sexual rituals that | saw that were very
different from in the West.

Burger : X 5IULATHAMERFHEAR . REZRLANDWEE, M ——Flhn, FE L
EOGRFIVERI G — — AR E R, X B AT X 5 757 A 25

If you look for books on the subject that offer us a survey from sex in ancient China
to today, you’ll find there’s almost only the academic literature available, white
papers, textbooks, so | thought this was a real opportunity to fill that gap.

WRARAEE T E WA ZS RTINS, R KIHA B RS BRI AR TR
T, PO AT T BN E AR

How does China’s sexual revolution differ from the West’s?
Hh ] R 5 TR O A T AN A ?

The sexual revolution in the West was part of a much broader revolution for all sorts
of personal freedoms. It became an atmosphere of “do your own thing” and “to
rebel is good.” In China, the sexual revolution, it’s on the government’s terms to a
large extent. You can only go so far. It’'s not so much personal freedom, individual
freedom, than a relaxation of the taboos about sex that have ruled China from the

time of Mao and even earlier.

VU P A R VR T NS H A ), TR T E S H N E O e
AN S ATE I G B Ry, ROCREE EEURS 7, HBERitonk. €5
ANEBH. DANEBHERET, R0 R DT AR S R «

How does the government influence sex culture?
BURF AR AT 52 0 14 S0 AK ?

A good example of this is the telephone hotlines that | mention in the introduction.
These phone lines for sexual counsel, they started in the mid-, late-1990s, and you
would think, “OK, here are people calling in about sex and talking about their love
lives.” And you might see this as liberating. But in fact, all of the counselors were
government cadres, and the shows were sponsored by the government...it was all
about strengthening the family.

WAL T 5 IR B AL AT — NPT, IXEPEE R RS, X T 90 AU
JE L, PRATRE AN “IREEAT sah I N R R ABIRIR VEAABATT I 2 15 2830 . "B SEhs b,
T e 2 FE ST, 1 H R BUG RGN, H RN T KRR E

Is dishonesty an important facet of the story?
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SO0 B A XA WA ) L g T 2

It is, and it has to be, because China’s in a tug-of-war against traditional Chinese
values such as the wife being a virgin on her wedding night, a traditional Chinese
belief. It’s a tug-of-war between that and Western-style sexual openness.

S IR, O B AL T AR G E S 7 05 I (AR RR B B, 0 Ui 5 e B 2 7
WA Al 2 5 04 5 VT IR O )

Women are more frequently having sex with men who are demanding sex, but when
it comes time to get married, they still have to prove that they’re a virgin. They have
to lie. They have to go to outrageous lengths, such as having a hymenoplasty
operation.

LV EAE M S A T EN B R AR R, EEGEN, WAATEIER A A .
AT A AU, LR T BRI LB R T A,

How actively is pornography censored online?
W6 T 1 A B AN

| equate what they are trying to do on the Internet in terms of pornography as a
game of whack-a-mole. They are always announcing these big stings. A couple of
years ago the government announced they had shut down 60,000 porn sites and
arrested 5,000 of the operators. One of them was even sentenced to life in prison.

FANTAE R L] (15 A B0 SR 7t 5 e xR AT MU B — A, BURFQW B AT 4T, JLEE
B EAE U OCH T 60000 K A5 R uL, @Al 7 5000 4R A, Ho— NEZRpHTL
HIBETR o

What did you find about sex education?

RAT A TR B MEHCH 7 N 72

In the early 1980s, sex education became mandatory for the first time. It had to be
taught in the high schools. Most teachers are so squeamish that they either zip
through it — these are biology teachers usually — they just hurry through it, or they
skip it altogether.

80 FACHH, VEHF B KON F LB, K2 GEFREYZITD K
ST, MNEA I, A BN,

What they do teach, when they do teach it, is about anatomy and biology. There’s

nothing about sexual morality. It’s just taught as how reproduction works.
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e

China remains, for all the advances, very uptight about sex. And most Chinese
parents, | would say, don’t teach their kids about sex at all. And some will even tell
them that they found them under a rock or on the street somewhere. It’s such a

sticky subject.

BIRA TR, fErymeh E AR IRy . IRE, K Heh EACRE, Ry
XFHCHREZ T . HEANCEHEZ T H SR EEUR AT B CHREE.
XA — AT i e

One chapter is called “Shifting Landscape.” What’s shifting?
TR R AT AT ?

| start it off with the well-known story of Muzimei in 2003 writing her tell-all blog
where she names names and described what they did in graphic terms. She was the
first to gain attention who wrote about about sex, just for the sake of sex, and the
joys of personal satisfaction with no strings attached. In fact, the government soon
shut it down. But she had left an indelible mark.

M 2003 £ N NRIAR T RIHCEEIT IR, A7 3382 A A TH) B AE BT o8 K
FE AR R eyt R RSV ORERE N, 8 TR, B
HAm R e A: . SEbr b, BURRPUIIEME R 7, A28 775,

She generated a new conversation about the role of women...that a woman

shouldn’t feel guilty about having sex and that she should savor it.
gl 7R T LA ERN R, L AARNAZE AT ATTE URRE, W AT % S .

We’'re seeing a decided shift toward sexual liberation, but | think it’s going to be a
long hard slog before we see anything comparable to what we saw in the West,
simply because, as we’ve said, traditional Chinese beliefs and values are playing a

tug-of-war.

PEMR TSRS ELMR BT i, B EATEPE T B BIRALL, AR K — B EHE, Mt
UL HHE, [ AR GE A R

Why does China have so many sex shops?
HE A A XA ZVER TS ?
The sex shops aren’t about lewdness or about pornography. They’re about health.

PERI R A Tt Al 5 EE K.
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The thinking is just like the hotlines that a sexually satisfied population, a more
contented population adds to the nation’s harmony. If you don’t have a sexually

satisfied population, they’re more likely to question authority.

REEBE GGG —FREN T EZ AR, AT, thaiinig. wmRire
NHAERR, AR S BUT T .

BREAFSM, ¥ liyang1986 , JR K E (HE/REHIR)

Q965577 I (E SRR |
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Ancient Chinese

sex culture great view
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http://www.youku.com/show page/id zfd6952b8335411e196ac.html
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RICHARD BURGER

BERIND THE
RED DOOR

SEXIN CHINA

A sexual revolution is underway in China. Traditional morals and behavior are being
turned on their head as the country’s climb towards economic prosperity brings sex into
the open. But it is a revolution distinctly different from the one experienced in the West
and has taken unexpected twists and turns.
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Written in a highly engaging and readable style, Behind the Red Door: Sex in China
takes the reader on a journey from ancient days, when China’s rulers relied on
shockingly vivid Daoist sex manuals, to the present, where China is torn between sexual
orthodoxy and Western-style openness.
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Weijun Zheng , Xudong Zhou , Chi Zhou , Wei Liu, Lu Li & Therese Hesketh (2011):
Detraditionalisation and attitudes to sex outside marriage in China, Culture, Health & Sexuality:
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