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Abstract

The constitutionalism in the May Fourth Movement dominated the main port of the trend
of thought during the May Fourth period. It was the enlighten movement which was moved
by the development of knowledge and it was on the base of rich knowledge groups in order to
improve people’s realization of the moral principles, the thought not only succeeded the
democratic constitutionalism since the revolution of 1911,but also initiated a new trend of
thought .What the scholars elaborated on the issues of thought and what the scholars
elaborated on the issues of human rights, democracy, constitution ,etc, embodied the
obvious characters of the era and the nation.

The enlighteners’ continuous exploration on the human rights formed one of the main
parts of the constitutional and political thought during the May Fourth Movement .The
thought on human rights at the beginning put its emphasis on the topics of freedom, equality
and independent personality .And it rejected the feudalist rules and dictatorship which
hindered the developments of Chinese personality and spirit. The thought on human rights
made programs with the influences of other thought groups and it enjoyed a new spirit -to
survive at the end of the movement expounded the basic human rights, and theories which
were on the basis of freedom and equality ,combining the human rights with the constitution
and comparing the human rights with the state power , and they paid their attentions to the
individual's rights as well.

The enlighteners always put the support to democracy together with the re-evaluation of
the traditional cultures. They used the differences between the civil rights and human rights to
make clear the relationship between Confucius theories and the constitution, rejected the
autocracy from the equal rights and supported a system which allowed common people to
share the state power. The democracy as the dream and the aim of their efforts ,so many
intelligent people interpreted by enlighteners and endowed new implications as well.

The implement of constitution needed the participation of the people, so the Chinese
people should obtain the modern personality in order to contribute to the development of
constitution. The process during which the people becoming the main body of power in
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enacting constitution made the main features of the constitution movement. And the aim of
the constitution is to protect and realize the human rights . Aiming directly at those rules or
regulations, promulgated by the government at that time, which were opposite to the
“Temporary Constitution of the Republic of China”, the enlighteners refused those
unreasonable rules concerning about the speech freedom on the basis of the modern European
rights. And they fought for the human rights at all costs, depending on these independent
publishing houses. This is the earliest record about constitutional review, as far as I am
concerned. N

A new trend on the constitutionalism which focused on human rights appeared after the
May Forth movement. The spread of Marxism encouraged some advanced intellig;:noe to
search for new road which was fit for the development of Chinese constitutional and political
thought. The Marxists and liberalists gave their different efforts and contributions for the
development of China. -

What I studies is mainly concerning about the constitutionalism in the May Fourth
Movement, which belongs to the intellectuals but not the politics .Although the constitutional
and political thought should be the main part of the politics, the intellectual one is quite
different from the political one. If the constitutional and political thought before the May
Fourth Movement focused on the political activities, the one during the May Fourth
Movement focused on the enlightenment of mind and the improvement of the nation's thought.
As far as the leaders are concerned, the enlighteners included not only those politicians but
also those social elites, and especially the intellectuals who played necessary roles during the
movement. The spirit of the May Fourth Movement laid the emphasis on the revolution of
minds from the tries on the development of the institutions. The scholars belong to the
philosophy, literature or other social aspects combined the constitutional and political thought
with the Chinese traditional cultures. Last but not least, the constitution and political thought
during the May Fourth Movement had an profound influence on the common social classes,
such as workers, students etc. rather than only on the bureaucrats and the warriors.

Key Words, the period of May Fourth Movement, the constitutionalism, democracy, human

rights, constitution. j.j\,{/ﬁ — ;.?
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#: TERFBTEEDRRLOERTN BT XERTH AR ETRTRIER. —
FEAE R, EEAFAREZARRFHNERANEH, FANLARSMEN ARBHRLE
BUH: REHF—K, HETBRAREAZNEES, FENERESESEZRAEIH
REATR, FEF—R, YANBFEENEBLH, FANTIEARLBHER,
ER—RAREAEE.
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LAFTHFE) BI1 BRI SEZEFILE S, FEFEHET, VISFEFIAE 19247
H. _ '
2.5 BI1EB IMTEILSE 2 S, RKEFNHE, 19191 HE 192045
10 H.

3. CEERTATHR) 1915 & F 1921 SEEMRE. (FED

4. (3R) 1916 E£F 1921 E£RHRE. (BH)

SABEEE  (REERFRIUER) GEZH), HHEHKM 2003 FiK.

6.FEXE] : (FXEIXE) AR 1984 FEK.

THRBSE - (BRRFERE), LEARHMR 1993 FK. )

.. (EHPHL—FH U CRERE SHIE), | RAR BRI 2004 F£5E.

9. M T EBAF: (BRMFBEE), REARBMI 1990 Fhi.
103t RO A, BH. 7T MAKEERERARZN: (AN HATINEH,
ZBXP3E 1978 K.

NEHER: (PERARETELEE) (B, 1919-1923), FEARKF HRH 1987
FERR. |

12.8%KH: (EKEZEE), ARHARH 1985 FRK.

TEX:

1. H4A . (NBREFHANES), ARHMEH 1981 FM.
RIFERA - ChAlES L), EEBH 1999 FiR.

ZEE . (FEARBERR), REHSFZFER 2003 FH.

BAZ : (PEERREBEAR), ARBAMH 1996 Fi.
TFAEE : (FERERBRBE), HBFEXMUMRE 1999 F/R.
KEE . (PEERNEZEERER), ERYURHE 1999 F1K.
kR . (PEERERERE), PEHSRIEHRME 1984 F/.
Bl . (FEERERRER), HEAFHRH 2003 FR.
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9. BBR : CERTEEBE ) EEARBMH 1997 FR.
10. EAE : (FREMRKEBBH), EHEHRM 2003 FiK.
IL[RIREHER : (MFFPELRESE) (1912-1949), PEHLSRIFHRM 1994 £
5. .

R.EFBR : (PEEAEBIEEERE), EEHRHE 1998 £i.

B.FRER: (BHREBARE), HHFEH LR 2004 FK.

HREFL BATER : (AREEFEREXRE), PEARLATRFHEH 2001
ER.

15. R2F « (SHESCBRRYT), K77 HARAE 1998 4R,

16.H—MESm - (FXEPRBRXK) FILARDMKH 1984 FR.

7.8 ER : (BRMBHR), FRHHRM 1999 F£K.

18.[REXH : (ARFEBEFR), LEARER 1989 FK.
19.BRFEEE. BRER - (AREFHE=-+HHLPE), HLFREIMHRME 2001
FEhR o ‘

20.[RIMEAE - ( PEERMGEH), BMARLRM 1998 F1K.

2L EK. ®A% : ( Zl: XAMEESIEN), LFEARBMRH 1989 FMR.

2. FFE . (FEEARBHEER), KEHESHBIER AR 2003 F/A.

23.BFkFR : (HFHERMZER), PEARKEHR 2004 FR.

20 UEFE - (AHREETH), FEFEHMH 2003 F£K.

28. MLF : (PEKHE), =B 1997 5.

29. ZFBR: (RRUE=TFEFEBUGE), FLBR 1965 FMR.

30. MIER. Bk GERPEBEHEN), L@=BHH 2004 8.

31 k. (RitH), LEARHMRI 2004 R .

32. fRrEME: GERTEHSHFHRAE), LEARBRE 1992 Fi%.

33. MUR: (PEREAERBESEN), EEHH 2004 F18.

34. BmAhHR: (ANAKBHLER), FEHHRME 2003 /K.

35. Wil : ( MIBERFARSARPEAHEN), EEETHEBRHE 2004 FiK.

36. BB : (PEARWEE), =BHE 2004 FFK.

37. TA, Bk (ALNEREEHEDEEENEE), =B 1979 £/,

38. FERSER: (ARTEERBANKK), HRPEURME 1999 FK.
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39, SR (RE4E), ﬁfﬂ)\%ﬂirﬁtt\?;ﬁo

wXR
. BAR : (ANERGEME. EHESMEZE), & GRTERD 1999 €5 2 8.
2. KNU¥E: GERTEEBREHAERNZEIMLMT), B CBMKEER) 2004
EH3I M. , :
3. &KF : (ANGIERERBEFTEARREESRN), & (ARE) 1997 FF 11
.
4. R (CERFXAZHEHRATNL), & (ERHFRAT)D 1995 £ 9 #.
5. M - GERRSHFMIRS FHA—REIBEEM), B (BRTEKXFEFR) 1996
£33 M.
6. XH{E . (RZXREANBEEM), | CGERBECKFEFR) 2000 55 2 4.
7. BHEX . (FENERBR), & (EEXEEMR) 2000 F7 A% 14 %,
8. AIRM : ( R WRABRIENER), | (FIE5HR) 1999 F5 1 4.
9. &% : (RANKMHBEXPRER), & (AXIE), 1995 FH 2 M.
10. 273% : (SHFANBEXNIABR), & (FAE5KR) 197 F5 1 5.
1. 9 . (ANEzs)5 - +HL5hE), & (PHEEFHR) 1999 £33 M.
12. &K (NSCHER: ERFERBEHZEBRSRE), & (EFFiR) 2004
FE M.
13. FEH: (AHNAY: BFERAZSHNMHESEBENRE), & (FERSHE)
1999 58 3 #.
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EFSROME, BERNEELTINETTRER LHRORESHOESE, LRT
TRAS LB LR,

Tk, RECEBUBMSMINEEE, RILMEREETERENHERY,
BRAERANBRE RN REES ML EREK. LML ERBR LA
MRANBBRESREBD, WALEHA, REFERLEDN. |

FEt, REBBEBGRFNSHEM, URREM, WRRLN, FDEEM,
MERER, FKEEM, MOINROEISSINARARNSVORERKBER.

o, REEBHROAS ARERLIT, REMERALEFARSRRY T %k
A+ASUHNRS, FROETEEET —RENFRABYNERE, BT T TS
EINER. REEBHRNATRUZAL. REHRLASERAE, BIERLXN
EHLBPE T T REARTBRN HH8.

B, REBBFTEL FREONMEBNITL. A%, BEHIIRBUNEING
T R 5 8.
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1. ZRYEMEBUBEMA: (RETBHEEERTH¥RER) 2005 EH 2 4
2. BRRBEF STLEIRTHINEBUBARISG: (Ore1E) 2005 SEHT)
3. ANREABUBAETIN: (2005 EL2REEEES W ICE)
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